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Reducing harmful fisheries subsidies : time for 
action
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Fish stock health is at the heart of everything 
fisheries can offer to societies 
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When does support bear a risk of 
encouraging unsustainable fishing?
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What do we know about fisheries support?
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The OECD Fisheries Support Estimate Database covers:
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Total annual support to fisheries recorded in 
the FSE database is close to 10 billion USD

10.7 USD billion, over  
2020-22
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The policy mix is evolving
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The risk of encouraging unsustainable 
fishing is still prevalent
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The risk profiles of individual countries 
vary considerably
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How can governments move away from 
harmful fisheries support?
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• Spend public money wisely on support policies that don’t risk 
encouraging unsustainable fishing

• Target support to sustainable fishing via eligibility criteria 

• Mitigate the risk of unsustainable fishing by funding fisheries 
management, monitoring control and surveillance and the fish 
stock assessment science this requires
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The OECD can be a trusted partner for 
change in fisheries subsidy reform
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https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/oecd-review-of-fisheries-2025_560cd8fc-en.html
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