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Mixed earnings outcomes in normal times

Relative earnings of adults with an upper secondary or post-secondary non-tertiary education
compared to earnings of adults with below upper secondary  education, (2018)
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But good employment outcomes

Employment rates of 25-34 year-olds, by educational attainment and programme orientation (2019)
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Work experience while studying increases employment prospects

Employment rate of 25-34 year-olds who attained vocational upper secondary or post-secondary non-tertiary 
education, by type of work experience while  studying (2016)
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However, only one in three VET students participate in combined school-
and work-based programmes on average

Distributionof upper secondary vocational students by type of vocational programme (2018)
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In many countries, employers are providing fewer work-based opportunities

Figure 9

Å Australia: apprenticeship and traineeship commencements 18.8% 

lower in the twelve months ending 30 September 2020 than in the 

year before

Å Germany: number of apprenticeship contracts concluded dropped by 

9.4% in 2020 compared to the previous year

Å Slovenia: 22% of last year students in upper-secondary VET 

programmes had no access to work-based learning in the first half of 

the school year 2020/21.

Å Some exceptions, e.g. Switzerland (stable) and France (increase)

Source: NCVER(2021)

Ý Countries changed the requirements for and organisation of work-based learning

Ý School-based alternatives were organised or expanded

Ý Financial incentives for employers to provide work-based learning were put in place



Remote learning



VET made ample use of distance learning solutions

Figure 2

Distance-learning solutions offered in participating countries during 2020 and/or 2021, VET (% of countries)

Source: OECD/UIS/UNESCO/UNICEF/WBSpecialSurveyonCOVID. March2021.



ÅMany online and distance learning and other innovative approaches such as AR, VR and AI 
were created, adapted and expanded. 

New learning experiences

Image sources: Electude

Classroom and LabsterLabsô 

virtual labs; Oxford Universityôs 

LIFE project, a smartphone-

based virtual learning platform



Learning analytics

ÅLearning analyticshelpseducators
personaliselearning
Åin real time

Åas a reflectivetool

ÅData come from sensors, learning
management systemsand digital activities
of learners
ÅWhenshouldyoushift to a new activity?

ÅAre you losingthe attention of learners? 

ÅHow do youstruture instruction time 
(lecture, smallgroup, discussion, 
assessment, practice, etc.)?

ÅWhichstudentsdo youtalk to and support 
the most?


